
 

Curriculum Core Knowledge Plan 

Subject: Music                                       Year Group: Year 8                               Date: September 2023 

- Key Focus: Developing the curriculum in year 8 so that it allows students to have firmer grasp of musical literacy to allow them to 

access the curriculum more effectively through the year. Starting with a rhythm based unit and performance unit with a heavy focus on 

using pitched notation will allow students to then recall this information through the rest of the curriculum. Again there will be more 

integration of whole class rehearsals to allow students to effectively develop their own rehearsal skills, and ensure they are making the 

most of their rehearsal and composition time in lessons. 

 

Term/ Unit Core Knowledge How is this 
linked to the 
Department 
Priorities? 

Core 
 Vocabulary 

Prior Knowledge Links to Walney 
Ways/ Other 
Values 

Autumn 1- 
 
West African 
Music/ West 
African 
Drumming  

Listening 
Learning to 
identify non-

western 
instruments. 

 
Learning to 

identify different 
textures and the 

 
- Starting 

with a 
rhythm 
based 
unit 
allowing 
students 
to review 

 
Folk Music 
 
Improvisation 
 
Percussion 
 
Djembe 
 

Students have 
explored rhythm 
based 
performances 
before and have 
used rhythm 
notation. They are 
quite good at 
reading it with 

Walney Ways 
Curious: 

Exploration of 
music from 

different 
cultures. 

 
Communicative: 
How music from 



 

role of different 
instruments. 

 
Learning to 

identify call and 
response, and 
polyrhythms. 

 
Performance 
Whole class 

singing of west 
african songs 

(Banaha) 
practising singing  
three part rounds 
and harmonies. 

 
Class 

performance of 
KuKu 

 
Group 

performance of a 
rondo piece 

(Section B as a 

and 
develop 
their 
musical 
literacy 
skills. 

- Reviewin
g 
rehearsal 
skills with 
the class 
on a 
whole 
class 
basis to 
support 
them in 
effective 
music 
making. 

Sabar 
 
Gankogui 
 
Axatse 
 
Balafon 
 
Tama 
 
Polyrhythms 
 
Call and 
Response 
 
Round 
 
Harmony 
Rondo Form 
 
Rhythm 
Notation 
 
Crotchet 
 
Quaver 

some prompting, 
but are still not yet 
confident enough 
to use it to write 
music. This unit 
will combine both 
skills, helping 
them to review the 
skills gained last 
year and use 
interleaving to 
build  their 
confidence in 
working with 
notation. 

different 
culrtures is 

used as a form 
of 

communication. 
 

Wider Thinking: 
Thinking about 

how cutlture 
and art 

develops over 
time, and how 

this impacts the 
cultures we 
enjoy today. 

 
National Plan 

for Music 
Education 

 
Expanding 
students 
musical 

horizons and 
deeper 



 

call and 
response.) 

 
Composition 
Students will 

complete a piece 
in rondo form. 
Students will 
include a poly 

rhythmic section. 
 

Students will also 
include a call and 
response section. 

 
Students will use 
rhythm notation 
to record their 

work. 

 
Semi-Quaver 
 
Minim 
 
Semibreve 
 
Bar 
 
Time Signature 
 
 
 

understanding 
of music. 

 
Providing 

opportunities to 
sing and 

perform with 
purpose and 

musical 
understanding. 

 
Providing 

students the 
opportunity to 
improvise, as 

well as 
composing in a 
specific style. 

 



 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Autumn 2- 
The Blues 

Listening 
Learn how the 12 
Bar Blues sound. 

 
Learn how the 

blues scale can 
be used to create 
improvisations/ 

solos. 
 

Learn about 
Walking bass 
lines and how 

they derive from 
the scale. 

- This unit 
combines 
a mixture 
of 
performa
nce and 
compositi
on, this 
will allow 
the 
student to 
spend a 
lesson 
reviewing 
their 

Blues 
 
Chords 
 
Scales 
 
Roman 
Numerals 
 
12 Bar Blues 
 
Walking 
Bassline 
 
Blues Scale 

Students have 
explored texture 
and structure in 
music, this will be 
a chance to 
review this in a 
new context.. 
 
Students have 
been working with 
notation but will 
now review pitch 
notation in more 
depth. 
 

Walney Ways 
Wider Thinking: 
Exploring some 

of the wider 
influences in 

western music, 
and following 

it’s 
development. 

 
Resilient: 
Exploring 

difficult periods 
of history and 

reflecting on the 



 

 
Identify key 

instruments in 
blues music. 

 
Identify how 

blues music has 
influenced 

modern music 
(Rock, Jazz, Hip 

Hop) 
 

Performance 
Students will sing 
through modern 
rock/ rock and 
roll songs as a 

class. 
 

Students will 
perform the 

chords of the 12 
bar blues. 

 
Students will 
perform the 

notation 
reading 
skills, 
helping 
them 
develop 
their 
musical 
literacy 
skills 
further. 

- Using a 
set 
compositi
on 
framewor
k at this 
point 
allows 
students 
to 
develop 
their 
rehearsal 
skills and 
compositi

Improvisation 
 
Jazz 
 
Rock Music 
 
Rock and Roll 
 
Call and 
Response 
 
Chants 
 
Swing Rhythm 

Students will have 
covered the 
elements of music 
in the previous 
year, they will 
start to expand on 
this knowledge in 
the coming year. 
 
Students will know 
what a chord is 
and begin to learn 
how to build a 
chord on the 
keyboard. 

contexts in 
which blues 
music was 
developed. 

 
Self-Motivated: 

Developing 
instrumental 

and 
composition 
skills, and 
improving 
practise. 

 
National Plan 

for Music 
Education: 

 
Students can 
demonstrate 
knowledge of 
music from a 

range of 
traditions and 
understand 
some of the 



 

bassline of the 12 
bar blues on the 

keyboards. 
 

Students will 
learn to 

improvise using 
the blues scale, 

on either the 
keyboard or 

guitar. 
 

Composition 
Students will 

compose a rock 
and roll piece 

that uses the 12 
bar blues pattern, 

a walking 
bassline and an 
improvised solo. 

 
Students will 

learn how to build 
scales and work 

on skills 
using 
whole 
class 
rehearsal
s. 

context that 
brought that 

music to being. 
 

 



 

out the chords in 
a scale. 

 
Students will 
learn to use a 

swung rhythm in 
their composition. 

Spring 1 - 
Pop Songs 

Listening 
Starting to 
identify the 
elements of 

music in popular 
songs. 

 
Start to identify 
how different 

textures used in 
music. 

 
Students will 

learn about song 
form and how 

songs are broken 
into sections and 

arranged. 
 

The use of 
class rehearsal 
sessions 
before moving 
the students 
into 
independent 
rehearsal will 
support 
students in 
becoming 
independent 
learners, and 
effective 
performers. 
 
Students will 
now be able to 
build on tier 

Popular music 
 
Chords 
 
Harmony 
 
Texture 
 
Homophonic 
Polyphonic 
 
Melody 
 
Bassline 
 
Rhythm 
 
Treble Clef 
 

Students have 
explored pitched 
notation, texture 
and harmony 
through the blues 
unit and will now 
begin to use this 
in another 
context. 
 
Students will 
explore structure 
in the context of 
Pop Music. 

Walney Ways 
Wider Thinking: 
Starting to build 

a deeper 
understanding 
of the music 
they listen to 
and where it 
comes from. 

Resilient: 
Building on 
instrumental 

skills and 
transferring 
these onto 

other 
instruments. 

 



 

Start to identify 
the role of 
different 

instruments, and 
how they are 

used in popular 
music. 

 
Performance 
Students will 

perform a pop 
song in groups. 

 
Students may 

start using bass 
and guitar in their 

performance, 
using tabs and 
chord charts. 

 
Students will 
review vocal 

skills. 
 

understanding 
of pitched 
notation in a 
more logical 
way, exploring 
chords, and 
how that links 
to the work 
covered so far. 

Staff 
 
 

Communicative: 
Rehearsing and 

performing in 
groups. 

 
National Plan 

for Music 
Education 

Students can 
demonstrate 
knowledge of 

Western 
classical music 
and music from 

a range of 
musical 

traditions and 
understand 
some of the 
context that 
brought the 

music to being . 
 

Supporting 
students at KS3 



 

Students start 
building routines 
for performance. 

 
Composition 
Students start 

building an 
understanding of 
4 chord songs. 

 
Students to learn 

how to build 
chords. 

Students will 
learn how chords 
are written using 

traditional 
western notation. 

to play and 
instrument. 

 
 Listening 
exercises can 
build on pupils’ 
existing musical 
interests, while 
broadening 
their musical 
horizons to 
different genres 
and eras of 
music. 

 

Spring 2 -  
Music for 
Film 

Listening 
Students will 

learn how 
LeitMotif, 

consonance and 
dissonance and 
rhythm are used 
to elicit emotional 

Students 
should by this 
point be able to 
compose 
independently, 
with more 
confidence, 
and use 

LeitMotif 
 
Melodic 
Shaping 
 
Legato 
 
Staccato 

Students are now 
developing their 
composition skills 
by exploring the 
different elements 
and they are used 
in a far more 
specific context.  

industry based 
context, 

exploring 
careers in 

music. 
 

Self-Motivated: 
Developing 



 

responses in film 
music. 

 
Students will 

listen to a wide 
range of 

examples of 
music used in 
film and TV, 

identifying the 
key features 

used. 
 

Performance 
Students will use 

the 
Keyboards/Music 

Technology to 
play music that 
enhances a set 

video. 
 

Students will 
record their 

music to a set 
tempo, in order to 

pitched 
notation to 
fairly 
accurately 
notate their 
work. This will 
support them 
across the 
music 
curriculum. 
 
 

 
Consonance 
 
Dissonance 
 
Programme 
Music 
 
 

 
Film music brings 
together music 
from all genres, 
and demands 
specific 
techniques to be 
used at specific 
times, helping 
build an 
understanding of 
how to use music 
to express 
different emotions 
from the 
audience. 

musical skills, 
with a specific 

aim. 
 

National Plan 
for Music 
Education 

Composing is a 
core element of 

the music 
curriculum. It 
gives pupils a 

chance to 
create 

their own music 
and express 
themselves. 

 
Beyond 

assisting with 
instrumental 

teaching, 
technology can 

be a key 
component in 



 

use it with their 
chosen video. 

 
Composition 

Students will use 
a range of ideas 

and musical 
elements to 

create a piece of 
music which 

enhances a set 
video. 

 
Students will 

learn how 
consonance and 
dissonance can 

be used to create 
and relieve 

tension. 
 

teaching 
children 

composing, 
production and 

recording. 
 

 
 

Summer 1 - 
Opera 

Listening 
Students will 

explore how the 
elements of 

music are used 

Students will 
now be able to 
more easily 
build some 
more complex 

Opera 
 
Theme 
 
Melody 

This will directly 
follow on from the 
work completed 
on film music, 
starting to 

Walney Ways 
Aspirational: 
Accessing 

music often 
seen as out of 



 

to identify 
different 

characters in 
opera. 

 
Students will 

learn how 
melodic shaping 

is used to tell 
stories in opera. 

 
Students will 
listen to  a 
number of 

famous opera 
pieces and try to 
identify what the 

music tells us 
about the 
character. 

 
Performance 

Students will sing 
two chorus piece 
from the Magic 

Flute 

composition 
skills, such as 
building 
musical scales 
and creating 
effective 
consonant and 
dissonant 
harmony using 
the scales; 
they may also 
be introduced 
to the use of 
roman 
numerals in 
music. 
 
This more 
complex 
knowledge will 
be a direct 
result of 
benefitting 
from a more 
logically 
structured 

 
Melodic 
Shaping 
 
Ascending 
Melody 
 
Descending 
Melody 
 
Arched  
Melody 
 
Soprano 
 
Alto 
 
Tenor 
 
Bass 
 
Chorus 
 
Tone Painting 
 
Ostinato 

introduce some 
more complex 
composition 
techniques and to 
stretch more able 
students so they 
are able to 
produce high 
quality 
compositions. 

reach for many 
students. 

 
Communicative: 

Developing 
knowledge of 

communication 
through music. 

 
Self-Aware: 

Chorus singing, 
contributing 

your skills to a 
group situation. 

 
 

National Plan 
for Music 
Education 

 
Students can 

use a system to 
learn and 

perform music 
appropriate to 



 

“HmHmHmHm” 
and “PaPaPaPa” 

 
Students will 
perform their 
versions of 

Papageno's bird 
song on the 
keyboards. 

 
Composition 
Students will 

create an 
alternative 
version of 

Papageno's bird 
song using the 

same five notes. 
Changing the 

elements to try 
and change the 
feel of the song. 

 

music 
curriculum. 

the musical 
style. 

 
Students can 
demonstrate 
knowledge of 

Western 
Classical music. 

 
Singing 

continues as a 
core element of 

musical 
learning in early 

secondary. 
 

Effective 
composing is 

supported by a 
developing 

understanding 
of the building 

blocks of 
music, and by 

critically 
listening to a 



 

broad range of 
music. 

Summer 2 - 
Sea 
Shanties/ 
British Folk 

Listening 
Students will 

identify some key 
characteristics in 
traditional british 
folk songs and 
sea shanties. 

(Simple 
melodies, 
repetition, 

chants, Call and 
Response) 

 
Students will 

learn to identify 
some traditional 

British 
instruments. 

 
Performance 
Students will 

perform a 
number of sea 

shanties and folk 

This 
performance 
based unit will 
round off the 
year, allowing 
students to 
consolidate 
their appraisal 
and 
performance 
knowledge and 
skill gained 
over the last 
year. 
 
Students 
should by this 
point have 
shown a 
considerable 
amount of 
progress which 
will be 
demonstrated 

Ostinato 
 
Folk 
 
Call and 
Response 
 
Melody 
 
Sea Shanties 
 
Work Songs 
 
Oral Tradition 

Students are 
consolidating their 
knowledge from 
the year and will 
be able to 
demonstrate 
effective 
performance and 
appraisal skills in 
this unit. 

Walney Ways 
Self-Aware: 
Students will 

build an 
awareness of 
their cultural 

heritage 
exploring 
traditional 

British music. 
 

Wider-Thinking: 
Students will 
understand 
some of the 
context in 
british folk 

music, why it 
sounds the way 

it does etc. 
Communicative: 

Students are 
exploring how 

music is passed 



 

songs as a class, 
and choose a 
sea shanty to 
perform as a 
group, with 

ukuleles and 
percussion 

instruments. 
 

Students will 
perform their own 

sea shanties. 
 

Composition 
Students will 

compose their 
own Sea 

Shanties in 
groups using set 

chords. 
 

They will make 
their pieces 

choosing the 
arrangement of 

their chords, and 

both in their 
recorded 
assessments 
and online 
listening tests. 

on from 
generation to 
generation. 

 
National Plan 

for Music 
Education 

 
Students can 
demonstrate 
knowledge of 
Western 
classical music 
and music from 
a range of 
musical 
traditions and 
understand 
some of the 
context that 
brought the 
music to being. 
 
 

Listening to a 
broad range of 



 

 

 

exploring the use 
of different 

rhythms, and 
structures (call 
and response, 

unison). 
 

Students will 
make their own 
lyrics describing 

a perilous 
journey. 

 

music also 
helps develop 

other 
areas of 

musical activity, 
including 

composing and 
performing.  

 
 


