
 

CURRICULUM CORE KNOWLEDGE PLAN 

SUBJECT: French                         YEAR GROUP:   8    DATE: Sept 2024 

Term and Unit Core Knowledge Core Vocabulary Core Grammar & Phonics Revisiting prior 
knowledge 

Assessment 
Points 

Links to 
Walney Ways 
& 
Employability 
skills/Careers 

Term 1 (HT1) (7.5 
weeks) - Ma Zone 
 
By the end of this half 
term, students will be 
able to: 
- identify a range of 
places in town 
- demonstrate their 
understanding of 
masculine, feminine and 
plural to a greater 
degree 
- use the near future 
tense with increasing 
accuracy in the 1st and 
3rd person 
- begin to use on peut + 
infinitive construction 
 
HA students will be 
able to: 
- Use regular present 
tense verbs for je, il, elle 
and on with accuracy 

Lesson 1: Bienvenue! 
LO: to understand 
classroom expectations 
and instructions 

bonjour 
salut 
au revoir 
est-ce que je peux…? 
aller à la toilette 
avoir un stylo 
J’ai fini 
presque 
S’il vous plait 
je ne comprends pas 
je ne sais pas 
comment dit-on…? 
je pense que c’est… 
ouvrez les cahiers 
fermez les cahiers 
écoutez 
écrivez 
copiez la date, le titre 
soulignez la date et le titre 
regardez le tableau blanc 
travaillez à deux  
levez la main 
rangez vos affaires 
de rien 
merci 

How to form a question using 
Est-ce que je peux… ? and 
Comment dit-on… ? 
 
Basic introduction to phonics -
SSC sheet to be glued into the 
front of their books for future 
reference. 

A range of vocabulary learnt 
in Year 7. 

Retrieval practice 
starter 

 



Term and Unit Core Knowledge Core Vocabulary Core Grammar & Phonics Revisiting prior 
knowledge 

Assessment 
Points 

Links to 
Walney Ways 
& 
Employability 
skills/Careers 

 
- use some irregular 
present tense verbs for  
je, il, elle and on 
confidently 
- use town-related 
vocabulary confidently  
- developing opinions 
with greater accuracy  
- use an increasing 
number of connectives 
- use the near future 
tense with increased 
confidence for je, il, elle 
and on 
- begin to use on peut + 
infinitive construction 
 
MA students will be 
able to: 
- Use regular present 
tense verbs for je, il, elle 
and on with increasing 
accuracy 
- use some irregular 
present tense verbs for  
je, il, elle and on with 
increasing confidence 
- identify town-related 
vocabulary confidently  
- develop opinions with 
support  
- use an increasing 
number of connectives 
- use the near future 
tense with increased 
confidence for je 

Lesson 2: On parle  
LO: to recognise sound-
spelling 
correspondences  

A variety of vocabulary related 
to the SSCs from this lesson.  

Focus on SSCs – what they 
look like, how they sound and 
being able to produce them 
orally in short reading 
passages.  
SSCs:  
silent final consonant   
a   
i/y   
eu   
e   
au/eau/closed o/ô   
ou   
u   
silent final e   
é/-er/-ez   
en/an/em/am   
on/om   
ain/in/aim/im   
è/ê/ai   
oi/oy   
ch   
ç/soft 'c'   
qu   
j   
-tion   
-ien   
s-liaison   
t-liaison   
n-liaison   
x-liaison   
h   
un   
-gn-   
r   
open eu/œu   

Show a range of SSCs – can 
they remember how each is 
pronounced? 

Retrieval practice 
starter 

 

Lesson 3: On parle  
LO: to further recognise 
sound-spelling 
correspondences  

  Show a range of SSCs – can 
they remember how each is 
pronounced? 

Retrieval practice 
starter 

 



Term and Unit Core Knowledge Core Vocabulary Core Grammar & Phonics Revisiting prior 
knowledge 

Assessment 
Points 

Links to 
Walney Ways 
& 
Employability 
skills/Careers 

 
- recognise the near 
future tense in the 3rd 
person 
- begin to use on peut + 
infinitive 
 
LA students will be able 
to: 
- identify regular 
present tense verbs for 
je, il, elle and on and use 
them with support 
- recognise some 
irregular present tense 
verbs for  je, il, elle and 
on  
- identify town-related 
vocabulary with support  
- develop opinions with 
support to include more 
complex opinion 
phrases 
- identify connectives 
and use them with 
support 
- identify the near 
future tense for je 
- use the near future 
tense with je with 
support 
- recognise the near 
future tense in the 3rd 
person 
- begin to use on peut + 
infinitive 
 

open o   
-s-   
th   
-ill-/-ille   
-aill-/ail  

Lesson 4: Dans ma ville 
LO: describe what there 
is in my town 

Dans ma ville/mon village… 
il y a… 
 
+ a range of places in town 
(masc, fem, plural highlighted) 
 
un café 
un centre commercial 
un centre de loisirs 
un château 
un cinéma 
une église 
un hôtel 
un marché 
un parc 
un restaurant 
un stade 
une patinoire 
une piscine 
des magasins 
des musées 

Il y a + noun with indefinite 
article 
 
Phonics: é, eau, in (in 
patinoire, piscine, magasin – 2 
different sounds), ant (in 
restaurant) 

Masculine, feminine, plural Retrieval practice 
starter 

 

Lesson 5: Il n’y a pas de 
LO: describe what there 
isn’t in my town 

Dans ma ville/mon village… 
Il n’y a pas de… 

Negative construction – il n’y 
a pas de followed by a noun 
with no article. 

Vocabulary and phonics 
from lesson 4 
 

Retrieval practice 
starter 

 

Lesson 6: Où je vais 
LO: explain where I go 
in town 

Je vais 
Il/elle/on va 
 
 
 

à + le =  au 
à + la = à la 
à + les  = aux 
à + l’ = à l’ 
 
Phonics: au/aux 
 

Aller in the present tense 
for 1st and 3rd person 
 
Vocabulary from lessons 4 
and 5 

Retrieval practice 
starter 

 



Term and Unit Core Knowledge Core Vocabulary Core Grammar & Phonics Revisiting prior 
knowledge 

Assessment 
Points 

Links to 
Walney Ways 
& 
Employability 
skills/Careers 

 
 
 

Lesson 7: Un weekend 
en ville 
LO: describe a typical 
weekend in town 

Normalement 
D’habitude 
Typiquement 
Le weekend  
 
je joue au foot 
je mange au restaurant 
je regarde un film 
je visite le château 
j’achète des vêtements 
je fais de la natation 
 
et 
mais 
cependant 
aussi 
parce que/car 
 
j’aime ça 
j’adore ça 
je n’aime pas ça 
je déteste ça 
à mon avis 
je pense que 
selon moi 

Use of adverbs of frequency, 
connectives and justified 
opinions to develop fluency in 
writing and speaking. 

Adverbs of frequency from 
Y7 
 
Je joue/je fais 
 
Connectives 
 
Simple and complex 
opinions 
 
Au/aux/à la, à l’ 
 
Phonics from lessons 4-6 

Retrieval practice 
starter 

 

Lesson 8: Le weekend 
prochain 
LO: describe what I am 
going to do in town next 
weekend 

Je vais + infinitive 
Il/elle/on va + infinitive 
 
Le weekend prochain 
Demain  
Le samedi 
Le dimanche  

Near future tense 
 
Phonics: er on the end of 
infinitives, ai in vais 

Infinitive phrases 
 
Vocabulary from lesson 7 
 
Near future tense from HT6 
in Y7 

Retrieval practice 
starter 

 

Lesson 9: Le weekend 
prochain 

No new vocabulary Continued focus on near 
future tense 

Near future tense 
 
Vocabulary from lessons 7 
and 8 

Retrieval practice 
starter 

 



Term and Unit Core Knowledge Core Vocabulary Core Grammar & Phonics Revisiting prior 
knowledge 

Assessment 
Points 

Links to 
Walney Ways 
& 
Employability 
skills/Careers 

 
LO: further describe 
what I am going to do in 
town next weekend 

Lesson 10: On peut et 
on ne peut pas 
LO: describe what you 
can and can’t do in my 
town 

On peut  On peut + infinitive 
 
Phonics: eu 

Infinitive phrases used in 
the last 2 lessons 
 
Phonics – continued focus 
on er at the end of 
infinitives 

Retrieval practice 
starter 

 

October half term 

Term 1 (HT2) (2 weeks) 
- Ma Zone 
 
As above 
 

Lesson 11: On prépare 
LO: prepare responses 
to a range of questions 

No new vocabulary No new grammar or phonics 
 

All vocabulary, grammar 
and phonics from the term 
so far. 

Retrieval practice 
starter 
 
Preparation of the 
following 
questions to be 
assessed in a 
speaking 
assessment: 
1. Qu’est-ce qu’il y 
a dans ta ville? 
2. Qu’est-ce qu’on 
peut faire dans ta 
ville? 
3. Qu’est ce qu’on 
ne peut pas faire 
dans ta ville? 
4. Quelle est ton 
opinion de ta ville? 
5. Qu’est-ce que tu 
vas faire dans ta 
ville le weekend 
prochain? 

 



Term and Unit Core Knowledge Core Vocabulary Core Grammar & Phonics Revisiting prior 
knowledge 

Assessment 
Points 

Links to 
Walney Ways 
& 
Employability 
skills/Careers 

 
Lesson 12: On parle 
LO: give verbal 
responses to a range of 
questions 

No new vocabulary No new grammar or phonics 
 

All vocabulary, grammar 
and phonics from the term 
so far. 

Speaking 
assessment – 
individual 
feedback to be 
given 

 

Lesson 13: On parle 
LO: give verbal 
responses to a range of 
questions 

No new vocabulary No new grammar or phonics 
 

All vocabulary, grammar 
and phonics from the term 
so far. 

 

End of topic 
Term 1 (HT2) (3 weeks) 
– Paris, je t’adore! 
By the end of this half 
term, students will be 
able to: 
- describe what you can 
do in Paris 
- name key activities 
and cultural/tourist sites 
in Paris 
-  further develop their 
usage of infinitive 
structures using ‘on 
peut’, opinion phrases 
and the near future 
tense.  
HA students will be 
able to:  
- give opinions with 
consistent justifications 
- use a range of more 
complex opinion 
phrases in their work.  

Lesson 1: Bienvenue à 
Paris 
LO: develop cultural 
knowledge of Paris 

La Tour Eiffel 
L’Arc de Triomphe 
Le Centre Pompidou 
Le Louvre 
La Joconde  
Les Galleries Lafayette 

No new grammar or phonics. 
 
The lesson will focus on 
setting the scene and getting 
students invested in the topic. 
 
The lesson will cover key 
tourist attractions, students’ 
own experiences of Paris, 
what knowledge they already 
have of Paris, cultural facts 
and any misconceptions 
students may have. 
 
 

Any knowledge students 
already have of Paris 

Retrieval practice 
starter 

 

Lesson 2: Paris 
Touristique 
LO: describe what you 
can do in Paris 

aller à un concert 
aller au théâtre 
faire les magasins 
faire un tour en segway 
faire une balade en bateau-
mouche 
manger au restaurant 
visiter les monuments 
visiter les musées 

On peut/on ne peut pas + 
infinitive 
 
Phonics: eu and er 

On peut/on ne peut pas + 
infinitive 
 
Basic opinion phrases and 
adjectives 

Retrieval practice 
starter 

 



Term and Unit Core Knowledge Core Vocabulary Core Grammar & Phonics Revisiting prior 
knowledge 

Assessment 
Points 

Links to 
Walney Ways 
& 
Employability 
skills/Careers 

 
- use key vocabulary 
confidently in complex 
sentences. 
- use the negative in the 
1st and 3rd person using 
‘pas’ and ‘jamais’ in the 
near future tense  
MA students will be 
able to:  
- give an increasing 
number of opinions with 
justifications 
- use a range of more 
complex opinion 
phrases in their work 
with increasing 
confidence.  
- use key vocabulary in 
complex sentences with 
support. 
- use the negative in the 
1st and 3rd person using 
‘pas’ and ‘jamais’ in the 
near future tense with 
support. 
LA students will be able 
to:  
- give basic opinions  
- give some opinion with 
justifications with 
support 
- use a small selection of 
more complex opinion 
phrases in their work 
with support 

Lesson 3: Paris, je 
t’adore! 
LO: develop more 
complex opinions using 
infinitives  

No new vocabulary J’aime, j’adore, je n’aime pas, 
je déteste, je préfère + 
infinitive phrase 
 
Phonics: er and é 

Basic opinion phrases and 
infinitive phrases from 
lesson 2. 
 
Parce que/car 
 
Basic adjectives e.g. 
amusant, intéressant, 
barbant 

Retrieval practice 
starter 

 

Lesson 4: Le temps 
LO: describe activities I 
like to do according to 
the weather 

il fait beau  
il fait froid 
il fait chaud 
il pleut 
quand 

Continued focus on opinion 
phrase + infinitive 
 
Phonics:  ai, oi 
 
pronunciation of d in quand 
on its own = silent consonant, 
followed by il = t sound 

on peut, opinion phrases, 
infinitive phrases and 
justified opinions 
 
Phonics: eu, au 

Retrieval practice 
starter 

 

Lesson 5: On écrit 
LO: apply a range of 
structures to create an 
extended piece of 
writing 

Et 
Mais 
En plus 
Aussi 
Cependant 
Ou 
Parce que 
Car 
donc 

Application of the structures 
learnt so far in the module. 

Opinion phrases, on peut, 
quand and si, activities and 
justified opinions 

Retrieval practice 
starter 
 
Writing task – 
whole class 
feedback to be 
given 

 

Lesson 6: S’il fait… 
LO: describe what I am 
going to do depending 
on the weather 

Si 
Ce sera 

Near future tense 
Si + present + near future 
 
Phonics: ai, i, a, silent 
consonants 

Near future tense 
Infinitive phrases from this 
topic and the last topic 
(town) 

Retrieval practice 
starter 

 

Lesson 7: S’il fait 
LO: further describe 
what I am going to do  
depending on the 
weather 

Ne…pas 
Ne…jamais 

Near future tense 
Si + present + near future 
 
Negative near future tense 
 

Near future tense 
Infinitive phrases from this 
topic and the last topic 
(town) 
Negatives 

Retrieval practice 
starter 

 



Term and Unit Core Knowledge Core Vocabulary Core Grammar & Phonics Revisiting prior 
knowledge 

Assessment 
Points 

Links to 
Walney Ways 
& 
Employability 
skills/Careers 

 
- begin to use key 
vocabulary in more 
complex sentences with 
support. 
- identify the negative in 
the 1st and 3rd person 
using ‘pas’ and ‘jamais’ 
in the near future tense 
with support. 

Christmas holidays 

Term 2 (HT3) (4 weeks) 
– Paris, je t’adore! 
By the end of this half 
term, students will be 
able to: 
- describe what you can 
do in Paris 
- name key activities 
and cultural/tourist sites 
in Paris 
-  further develop their 
usage of infinitive 
structures using ‘on 
peut’, opinion phrases 
and the near future 
tense.  
HA students will be 
able to:  
- give opinions with 
consistent justifications 
- use a range of more 
complex opinion 
phrases in their work.  
- use key vocabulary 
confidently in complex 
sentences. 

Lesson 8: C’était 
comment? 
LO: describe what I 
visited in Paris 

J’ai visité (on a visité for HA)  
le musée du Louvre 
la tour Eiffel 
les catacombes 
l’Arc de Triomphe 
le Sacré-Cœur 
le Centre Pompidou 
les égouts 
c’était 
beau 
bizarre 
ennuyeux 
génial 
intéressant 
marrant 
nul  
ce n’était pas mal 

Perfect tense – 1st and 3rd 
person 
 
Phonics: ai, é, a, ou, u 
 
 

opinion phrases and 
justified opinions 

Retrieval practice 
starter 

 

Lesson 9: Une semaine 
a Paris 
LO: describe what I did 
last year using a range 
of verbs. 

J’ai passé le14 juillet à Paris 
J’ai acheté des souvenirs. 
J’ai (beaucoup) dansé 
J’ai envoyé des cartes postales. 
J’ai mangé au restaurant  
J’ai regardé le défile/le feu 
d’artifice 
J’ai rencontré un beau 
garçon/une jolie fille 

Perfect tense – 1st and 3rd 
person 
 
Phonics: é, ai, ç 

Perfect tense from lesson 8 Retrieval practice 
starter 

 



Term and Unit Core Knowledge Core Vocabulary Core Grammar & Phonics Revisiting prior 
knowledge 

Assessment 
Points 

Links to 
Walney Ways 
& 
Employability 
skills/Careers 

 
- use the negative in the 
1st and 3rd person using 
‘pas’ and ‘jamais’ in the 
near future tense  
MA students will be 
able to:  
- give an increasing 
number of opinions with 
justifications 
- use a range of more 
complex opinion 
phrases in their work 
with increasing 
confidence.  
- use key vocabulary in 
complex sentences with 
support. 
- use the negative in the 
1st and 3rd person using 
‘pas’ and ‘jamais’ in the 
near future tense with 
support. 
LA students will be able 
to:  
- give basic opinions  
- give some opinion with 
justifications with 
support 
- use a small selection of 
more complex opinion 
phrases in their work 
with support 
- begin to use key 
vocabulary in more 

Lesson 10: Une 
semaine à Paris 
LO: describe what I 
didn’t do last year. 

Vocabulary from last lesson Negative past tense using 
ne…pas and ne…jamais 
 
Phonics: é and ai, silent final 
consonant 

Vocabulary from last lesson Retrieval practice 
starter 

 

Lesson 11: Je n’ai pas 
fait… 
LO: describe what I 
didn’t do last year in 
more detail. 

Vocabulary from last lesson 
 
C’était 
Ce n’était pas 

Negative past tense Structures from previous 
lesson in the negative.  
 

Retrieval practice 
starter 

 

Lesson 12: On écrit 
LO: describe a trip to 
Paris using two tenses. 
 
 

Vocabulary from this module so 
far 

Application of the structures 
learnt so far in this module. 

All previous vocabulary and 
structures. 
 

Retrieval practice 
starter 
 
Writing task – 
whole class 
feedback to be 
given 

 

Lesson 13: L’année 
derniere 
LO: describe what I did 
using irregular verbs 

J’ai pris des photos 
J’ai vu la Joconde 
J’ai attendu le bus 
J’ai fait (les magasins/un tour/un 
balade…) 
J’ai très bien dormi 
J’ai bu 
HA – above verbs with ‘on a’ 

Irregular past participles 
 
Phonics: “u/ai/I” 
Revisit the silent consonants- 
‘s’ in ‘pris and très’ 

Prior knowledge of past 
tense, time phrases etc. 

Retrieval practice 
starter 

 

Lesson 14: Les révisions 
LO: revise key 
structures and 
vocabulary 

All vocabulary learnt since 
Christmas 

All grammar structures learnt 
this year 

Structures and vocabulary 
from throughout the term. 

Retrieval practice 
starter 

 

Lesson 15: On lit 
LO: demonstrate my 
knowledge through 
reading 

All vocabulary learnt since 
Christmas 

All grammar structures learnt 
this year 

Structures and vocabulary 
from throughout the term. 

Retrieval practice 
starter 
 
Reading 
assessment 

 



Term and Unit Core Knowledge Core Vocabulary Core Grammar & Phonics Revisiting prior 
knowledge 

Assessment 
Points 

Links to 
Walney Ways 
& 
Employability 
skills/Careers 

 
complex sentences with 
support. 
- identify the negative in 
the 1st and 3rd person 
using ‘pas’ and ‘jamais’ 
in the near future tense 
with support. 

Buffer lesson to be used anywhere in the term to address misconceptions Retrieval practice 
starter 

 

February half term 
       

 


