
Geography Summary 

Year 7 

 
Rationale: In year 7, students are introduced to the basic geographical concepts that all future teaching will develop/enhance. 

 Half Term 1 
What is Geography? 

Half Term 2 
Place & Knowledge 

Half Term 3 
Plate Tectonics 

Half Term 4 
Rivers 

Half Term 5 
China  

(time permitting) 

Half Term 6 
Beach Fieldwork 

What 
students will 
learn 

What is Geography? 
What is human, physical and 
environmental geography? 
Points of the compass 
Latitude and longitude 
Why is it hot at the equator + 
cold at the poles? 
Four/ six figure grid references 

Mapping: The Worlds continents + 
oceans 
Mapping: The UK 
Mapping: The Middle East 
Mapping: The physical features of 
the world 
Mapping: The countries of the 
World 
Mapping: Europe 
Mapping: Cumbria 

The Structure of the earth 
What happens on plate boundaries. 
The features of a volcano 
Volcanic eruption case study 
What causes Earthquakes? 
What causes a Tsunami? 
How are earthquakes measured? 
How can we prepare for 
earthquakes? 
 

The Hydrological cycle. 
World rivers (re – visit 
continents and oceans) 
Features of a river basin 
River processes 
Erosional landforms 
The causes and effects of 
flooding 
How rivers can be managed 

The physical and human 
geography of China. 
Population distribution 
Migration 
The growth of China’s 
cities. 
Life in Chinas cities 
Population growth in China 
Industrial growth in China 
One child policy 

Sandy Gap beach – Litter 
and pollution survey. 
Conducting fieldwork. 
The causes and effects of 
beach pollution. 
Solutions to the beach 
litter/pollution problem. 
Mapping our beach 

Key 
Vocabulary 

Physical geography, human 
geography, environmental 
geography, latitude, longitude, 
equator, Greenwich meridian 
time line, tropic of cancer/ 
capricorn, north/ south pole, 
northern hemisphere, southern 
hemisphere 
 
 

Ocean, sea, continent, country, 
boundary, physical, human, capital 
city, city, town, village. 
  

Inner core, outer core, mantle, crust, 
Volcano, Earthquake, divergent, 
convergent, conservative/transform, 
Plate boundary, epicentre, focus, 
seismic waves, tsunami, Richter 
scale. Mercalli scale 

Source, mouth, tributary, 
confluence, channel, 
watershed, drainage basin, 
waterfall, meander, ox bow 
lake, flood, 

Incentive 
Disincentive 
Rural 
Urban 
Migration (push/pull) 
Population explosion 
Urbanisation 
Distribution 
Density 
Sparse/dense 
Over population 
Infrastructure 
Globalisation 

Environment 
Atmospheric Pollution 
Cause 
Effect 
Solution 

How parents 
can help 

What is Geography? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/to
pics/zm38q6f/articles/z6hb3j6 
 
Using an atlas: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/to
pics/zm38q6f/articles/zy38kty 
 

Sheppards software mapping: 
https://www.sheppardsoftware.com
/Geography.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Natural Hazards: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/
zn476sg 
 

Rivers: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
topics/zs92tfr 
 

China: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bites
ize/topics/zydk4xs 

Fieldwork: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bite
size/topics/zm38q6f/article
s/zsy94xs 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bite
size/topics/zm38q6f/article
s/zfvk96f 

Extra- 
curricular 
opportunities 
& visits 
 
 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A Sandy Gap beach 
fieldwork visit 
 
Activity day: Ingleton 
waterfalls fieldtrip 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zydk4xs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zydk4xs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zm38q6f/articles/zsy94xs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zm38q6f/articles/zsy94xs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zm38q6f/articles/zsy94xs


 

Geography Summary 

Year 8 

 
Rationale: In year 8, students study 
 Half Term 1 

Brazil 
Half Term 2 

Tropical Rainforests 
Half Term 3 
OS Map Skills 

Half Term 4 
Coasts 

Half Term 5 
Climate & Ecosystems (time 

permitting) 

Half Term 6 
Beach Fieldwork 

What 
students will 
learn 
 
 

The physical and human 
geography of Brazil. 
Population growth in 
Brazil 
Population distribution 
of Brazil. 
Migration in Brazil (the 
causes and effects of) 
The Favela’s of Brazil 

The distribution of 
tropical rainforests. 
The climate of tropical 
rainforests 
Plant adaptation in 
tropical rainforests 
The causes and effects of 
deforestation 
Sustainable management 
of tropical rainforests 

What is a map? 
Map symbols 
Measuring distance on a map 
Direction 
Four figure grid references 
Six figure grid references 
Height/relief on a map 
Cross sections 
Describing a route on a map 
(land use) 

What makes a powerful wave? 
How do waves erode the 
coast? 
How are our coasts 
weathered? 
Coastal erosional landforms 
Longshore drift 
Coastal depositional features 
Coastal erosion (the effects of) 
Coastal management 
Coasts and OS maps 

Factors affecting climate 
Why does it rain? 
Climate graphs 
Britain’s weather 
Ecosystems 
Hot desert climate 
Hot desert climate plant 
adaptations 
Mediterranean climate 
Mediterranean climate plant 
adaptations 

Is erosion and longshore 
drift taking place on 
Sandy Gap beach? 
Conducting fieldwork 
(investigating a 
hypothesis, writing a 
method, collecting and 
recording information, 
presenting information, 
completing a conclusion 

and evaluation. 

Key 
Vocabulary 
 
 

Human 
Physical 
Population explosion 
Sparse 
Dense 
Favela 
Migration (push/pull) 
Rural 
Urban 
Urbanisation 
Infrastructure 

Equatorial 
Convectional rainfall 
Adaptation 
Drip tip 
Buttress root 
Epiphyte 
Humus 
Canopy 
Liana 
Deforestation 
Leaching 
Sustainable development 
Afforestation 

Ordnance Survey 
Map 
Key 
Scale line 
Northings 
Eastings 
Grid reference 
Relief 
Valley 
Contour 
Spot height 
Human 
Physical 
Route 

Fetch 
Prevailing wind 
Erosion (abrasion, hydraulic 
action, solution, attrition) 
Weathering (physical, 
biological, chemical) 
Longshore drift 
Headland (cave, arch, stack and 
stump) 
Spit 
Soft/hard engineering 

Latitude 
Continentality 
Prevailing wind 
Relief 
Altitude 
Prevailing wind 
Climate 
Weather 
Ecosystem 
Biome 
Desert 
Mediterranean 
Adaptation 
 

Erosion 
Prevailing wind 
Longshore drift 
Groyne 
Deposition 
Pebble 
Sand 
Hypothesis 
Method 
Conclusion 
Evaluation 
 

How parents 
can help 

Brazil: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesiz
e/topics/zvjdkty 
 

Global Biomes:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
/topics 
/ztgw2hv 

Map symbols, direction + contour 
lines: 

Coasts: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics
/z6bd7ty 

 

Global Biomes: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topi
cs/ztgw2hv 
 

Fieldwork: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
/topics/zm38q6f/articles/zfvk96
f 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics
/ 
zm38q6f/articles/ztpgbqt 
 
Measuring distance + grid references: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics
/zm38q6f/articles/zhnrg7h 

 

Antarctic + Regions: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topi
cs/zsk4r2p 
 
Weather Climate: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topi
cs/zx38q6f 

 
Extra- 
curricular 
opportunities 
& visits 
 
 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A Sandy Gap beach fieldwork 
visit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography Summary 

Year 9 

 
Rationale: In year 9, students study 
 Half Term 1 

Population Change 
Half Term 2 

Challenges for the plant 
Half Term 3 

Settlement /economic 
geography 

Half Term 4 
Climate & ecosystems 

(time permitting) 

Half Term 5 
Geographical themes in the 

UK 

Half Term 6 
GCSE foundation skills 

What students 
will learn 
 
 
 

Global Population 
growth 
Global population 
distribution 
Population distribution 
in the UK 
Birth and death rates 
The demographic 
transition model 
Population pyramids 
Ageing and youthful 
populations 

Climate change 
The natural causes of 
climate change 
The human causes of 
climate change 
Coal as an energy source 
Wind as an energy source 
The energy debate (non 
renewable vs renewable) 
Sustainable development 
Dealing with waste 

Settlement types and 
hierarchy 
Settlement site, function and 
patterns. 
Settlement change over time. 
Greenfield sites vs brownfield 
Growth of urban areas in Lics. 
Industrial Sectors 
Employment patterns 
Changing employment 
patterns in the UK 
The location of industry  

 

Factors affecting climate 
Why does it rain? 
Climate graphs 
Britain’s weather 
Ecosystems 
Hot desert climate 
Hot desert climate plant 
adaptations 
Mediterranean climate 
Mediterranean climate 
plant adaptations 

The effects of climate change 
on the UK. 
Crime in the UK. 
Migration in the UK 
Covid and the UK 

Place and knowledge: 
Continents and Oceans, 
countries and megacities. 
Grid references 
Data presentation 
techniques. 
Data sampling techniques. 
GCSE command words. 
Geographical processes 
Numeracy 
 



Key Vocabulary 
 
 
 
 

Distribution 
Sparse 
Dense 
Human 
Physical 
Birth rate 
Death rate 
Infant mortality rate 
Incentive 
Disincentive 
Census 
Ageing 
Youthful 
Silver pound 

Natural 
Human 
Solar output 
Orbital Geometry 
Axial tilt 
Greenhouse gas 
Greenhouse effect 
Surface reflection 
Social 
Economic 
Environmental 
Sustainable development 
Landfill 
Recycling 
Incineration  
Export 
 

Site 
Situation 
Function 
Hierarchy 
Linear 
Nucleated 
Dispersed 
Brownfield 
Greenfield 
Primary 
Secondary 
Tertiary 
Quaternary 

Latitude 
Continentality 
Prevailing wind 
Relief 
Altitude 
Prevailing wind 
Climate 
Weather 
Ecosystem 
Biome 
Desert 
Mediterranean 
Adaptation 

Social 
Economic 
Environmental 
Recession 
Rural 
Urban 
Amnesty 
In migration 
Out migration 
Refugee 
Pandemic 
Economy 

Continents 
Oceans 
Countries 
Megacities 
Eastings 
Northings 
Sophisticated 
Random 
Systematic 
Assess 
Explain 
Evaluate 
Mean 
Mode 
Median 
Range 

How parents 
can help 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Population: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk
/bitesize/ 
topics/zg7nvcw 

Environment, resources + 
conflict:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bite
size/ 
topics/zjsc87h 
 
Climate change: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bite
size/topics/ 
zx38q6f 

 Weather + Climate: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bi
tesize/ 
topics/zx38q6f 
 
Biomes: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bi
tesize/ 
topics/ztgw2hv 

  

Extra- curricular 
opportunities & 
visits 
 
 
 

     Activity day: Ingleton waterfalls 
fieldtrip 

 

 

 

 

 

 


